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Clear Sunscreen Initial Ideas: Teacher Instructions

The goal of this exercise is to have your students “expose” their current ideas about sunscreens and human use of nano-products before they engage in learning activities that will explore these questions. You should let your students know that this is not a test of what they know and encourage them to makes guesses which they will be able to evaluate based on what they learn in the unit. You may also want to have your students share their ideas with the class (there are no “bad” ideas at this stage) and create a giant class worksheet of ideas. Students can then discuss whether or not they think each of these statements is true and why.

Write down your initial ideas about each question below and then evaluate how confident you feel that each idea is true. At the end of the unit, we’ll revisit this sheet and you’ll get a chance to see if and how your ideas have changed.

	1. What are the most important factors to consider in choosing a sunscreen?
	How sure are you that this is true?
	End of Unit Evaluation

	
	Not Sure 
	Kind-of Sure
	Very Sure
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2. How do you know if a sunscreen has “nano” ingredients?
	How sure are you that this is true?
	End of Unit Evaluation

	
	Not Sure 
	Kind-of Sure
	Very Sure
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	3. How do “nano” sunscreen ingredients differ from most other ingredients currently used in sunscreens?
	How sure are you that this is true?
	End of Unit Evaluation

	
	Not Sure 
	Kind-of Sure
	Very Sure
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